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I extend my commendation to the Institute for Steel Development and 
Growth (INSDAG) for its dedication in advocating the merits of 
structural steel in construction over the past two decades. 

Because of challenges such as high initial costs, limited availability of 
diverse range of sections, and skill gaps in fabrication, the utilization 
of steel in construction projects across the India has not mirrored the upward trajectory that has been
observed globally.

However, it is undeniable that steel continues to play a pivotal role in the development of our nation's
infrastructure, particularly in bridges and buildings, owing to its unparalleled strength, durability, and
versatility. For instance, Howrah Bridge in Kolkata stands as a testament to the steel industry's
capabilities.

The decision-making process for builders and developers often involves weighing the advantages of
reinforced concrete (RCC) against steel structures, with the cost implications at the forefront. Also
there is a misconception and conflict of idea about the steel consumption per unit area among the
stakeholders. In this context, INSDAG has undertaken a commendable initiative to compile case
studies (43 Nos.) describing steel consumption per unit area in actual commercial buildings. This
compilation serves as a guiding resource, offering insights to the stakeholders in construction sector.

Benchmarking steel consumption per unit area is an integral part to identify areas for enhancement of
the steel usage. I extend my sincere appreciation to every member of INSDAG for completion of this
project, which will be beneficial in offering insights for improvement of the strategies for augment of
the steel consumption in INDIA.

Foreward for Exploring Steel Consumption Trends in 
Commercial Buildings (A consolidation of Case Studies)

Er.(Dr) Abhay Gupta
BE(Civil), ME(Struct), PhD FIE(I), Sr. PE (ECI), CHARTERED ENGINEER(IEI)

Director, Skeleton Consultants Pvt. Ltd.
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